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Young Prospect from CSL Metro Division 
True to its name the Cosmopolitan Soccer League (CSL) encompasses talent at all levels and 
ethnicities. In the melting pot of New York City, a player from Mali, Africa, Mamadou Diombera, 
chases his dream of one day being a professional soccer player. His story begins in the CSL 
Metro 2 division with his club NYC Metro Stars. 


Mamadou Diombera is a quality striker. His speed and size is overwhelming for his M2 
opponents. He has tallied 17 goals this season - 14 in the CSL and 3 in ENYSSA State Cup 
competition. He receives nothing but accolades from his teammates and especially his club 
manager Ed Calle. 
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“He has signed with us this season, he is a high school student. Since he came to our club he 
has been scoring goals,” Ed Calle. 

At the age of 19, he won the PSAL Multiple Pathway League (MPL) for his soccer team at 
Liberty High School Academy for Newcomers. His team finished first with a 9-1 record. He 
arrived from Mali at the age of 16 and shortly there after enrolled at Liberty. It was there where 
he was able to continue his dream. 


“I would like to one day be pro. I started playing soccer when I was five years old. It was 
difficult to find a team back home. After several years I eventually did find a team and improved 
my skills.  I came to the US when I was 16. I played soccer with friends until I found my current 
team. I joined NYC Metro Stars this season and it has been great.”


The MPL was created in 2015 by the NYC Department of Education and designed to meet the 
needs of students who are overage, under-credited, as well as English Language Learners. 
NYC Schools Chancellor, Carmen Fariña, explains the initiative with the following statement. 


“There is no question that playing sports can have a dramatically positive impact on students’ 
lives. Studies have shown that playing sports helps adolescents build and maintain strong 
muscles, reduces obesity, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease and can help relieve stress and 
anxiety. As much as playing sports can help get you in shape and improve physically, there is 
also the sheer joy it brings and the lifelong camaraderie it creates among teens.” 

Mamadou wishes to remain playing in the Cosmopolitan Soccer League for many more 
seasons eventually making his way to the CSL Premiere Division.
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